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new karma and exhaust all past karma in order to attain
liberation ?

Ans. A good karma done with the thought of reward
will bind the man to earth by chains of gold as effectively
as an evil karma binds him by chains of iron, and though
he may get as his karmic due worldly wealth and position,
giving him many comforts and happiness, yet without any
inspirations or ideals from his past his life may be merely
one of agreeable futility. The ignorant, in the enjoyment
of senses, do not consider a good destiny as a bond, but
the wise knowing it to be such try to be rid of good and
evil destiny alike.

An action is prompted by desire, desire for the fruit
of action moving a man to activity, and the enjoyment of
the fruit rewards his exertion. Desire for fruit or
attachment to the fruit of action is then the binding
element in karma. To every action is bound its fruit, and
desire is the cord that links them together, while with the
burning of desire the connection is broken. So when a
man longs for liberation, he has to practise renunciation of
the fruit of action, gradually eradicating in himself the
wish to possess any object for his own separate self. He
should ^desire to sow no seed for his own harvesting;

desire only to sow that seed the fruit of which shall feed
the world." He should not neglect any duty, but dis-
charge every duty perfectly while remaining indifferent to
the fruit it brings forth. All his actions then partake of
the nature of sacrifice, the fruit being given freely for the
helping of men. Thus neither disliking nor desiring any
object, he ceases to generate new karma. " 'Tis from the
bud of renunciation of the self, that springeth the sweet
fruit of final liberation." (< Man winneth not freedom from
action by abstaining from activity." t( The harmonised